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This writing pack is brought to you by Ministry of 

Stories and BBC History to celebrate the 70th 

anniversary of The Archers, the world’s longest 

running soap opera, first broadcast on BBC Radio  

in 1951. 

Set in a fictional village in the English countryside, 

The Archers might seem an unusual inspiration for 

our writers, who live in the heart of east London. 

However, The Archers was established to tackle 

important social issues through relatable characters, 

and still does that today. Our writers are keen to do 

this too, so The Archers gave us a good model. 

Our young writers, aged 11-15, set their audio soap 

opera on Hoxton Street in a post-Covid-19 time,  

in which some people are still affected by the  

virus and some are not. A selection of their scenes 

were published on the BBC history website in 

January 2021. 

This pack is for teachers and youth workers, to help 

you inspire your students to write great settings, 

characters and dialogue, and to explore issues that 

are important to them through audio soaps. 

These activities go with scenes from our young 

writers’ audio soap, Chronicles of Hoxton Street. 

We suggest spreading these activities over a series 

of 3 sessions of 1 hour each, with additional time  

for recording.

INTRODUCTION

ritin Audio Soaps

https://www.bbc.com/historyofthebbc/
https://ministryofstories.org/chronicles-of-hoxton-street
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Ask your participants these questions and record 

their answers for later:

1  Do you watch (or listen to) any soap operas?  

If so, which ones? If not, why not?  

What have you heard about them?

2  What makes a soap opera a soap opera? 

 

Examples 

Soap operas are usually: 

• Based in reality 

• Regular/continuous 

• On TV, radio or podcasts

  • High drama with cliffhangers

  • Able to explore important themes

3  What is different about audio soaps? 

 

Examples 

• You can’t see the actors 

• You have to rely on sound effects 

• They are cheaper to make – no sets

Play some examples of soaps that are relevant to 

your group. We suggest:

Dead Ends 

written by Ministry of Stories young writers in 2012 

Watch Episode 1  

(includes drinking alcohol and mild violence)

Themes: family, relationships, overcoming your past 

The Archers

Mia and Will Begin to Heal  

Themes: bereavement, family

SET UP
WHAT MAKES  
A SOAP?
(15-20 minutes)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8UILniO5UU0&list=UUNf06uN5VvCEvchmYBCffVg&index=64
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p07w88wd


— 4 —

Emma Speaks Out  

Theme: affordable housing

Ian and Adam’s Civil Partnership 

Themes: homophobia, family

Questions

•  What is this soap or scene about? 

Try to get the group to summarise this into  

one or two sentences

•  Where is it set? Who are the main characters?

•  What are they like?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p05cjnn9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p08c6yg4
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Where do you stand? (10-15 minutes) 

Pin up a 0 at one end of the room and a 10 at the 

other end. 10 is ‘I totally agree’, 0 is ‘I totally disa-

gree’. 5 is neutral. 

Say a series of statements and ask participants to 

stand in the place ‘where they stand’ on that issue. 

Use a mix of serious and playful statements:

•  Salt and vinegar is the best crisp flavour

•  There should be more age restrictions on  

video games

•  Mental health education should be treated like 

physical health education 

     

Ask one person at each end, and one person some-

where in the middle, why they are standing there. 

Make space for all opinions here: we don’t argue,  

we just speak and listen. 

What’s important? (10 minutes) 

Ask participants to write down something they’d like 

to change about:

•  The town, city or place where they live

•  The country they live in

•  The world

Collect the issues that participants are willing to 

share (this can be anonymous). 

Our group chose three key themes for their soap 

opera scenes, knowing they wanted to write about 

our local neighbourhood of Hoxton Street:

Racism Affordable housing Homophobia

ACTIVITY 1
FINDING 
YOUR THEME

Issues from our writers

· Equality

· Housing

· More time to ourselves

· Knife crime  

· Racism 

· Homophobia

· Giving cats rights

· Beauty standards

· Carbon neutral London 
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Once you have your main themes, ask participants  

to think of settings they would like to write about. 

Remember soaps usually take place in realistic  

settings, so it may be useful to draw from places 

they know. 

Choose a few possible settings, and think about key 

places in those settings.

For Hoxton Street, our writers thought of:

· Schools

· Iceland supermarket

· Local park 

· People’s houses

· The Post Office

· Olive – a cafe 

· Chicken Shop

It may work well to divide into small groups, and for 

each group to come up with a possible setting and 

discuss how the themes would fit. Each group can 

present back to everyone and you can use a vote  

to decide. 

ACTIVITY 2
CHOOSING  
YOUR SETTING 
(15-20 minutes) 
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Discussion Which are your favourite characters from 

soap operas, and how would you describe them?  

Think about good and bad sides of those characters. 

Good and bad traits are often two sides of the  

same coin.  

Example: Phil Mitchell from EastEnders is a father 

character and protective of his family, but at the 

same time he can be a bully. 

Most characters have a hidden secret self, or vulnera-

bility, as well.  

Work in small teams to come up with a character in 

10 mins, including:

· Name and age

· Good characteristics

· Bad characteristics (the other side of the coin)

· Secret self

Here’s an example of a character, Kyoko, by one of 

our young writers, Keira:

Share all the characters with the main group. Make 

sure there is a diversity of characters, especially in 

terms of ages, roles and personalities. 

ACTIVITY 3
CREATING YOUR 
CHARACTERS 
(20-30 minutes) 

Kyoko, 24 (the perfect age for success). Lives with her cat and drinks 

excessive amounts of tea. She’s the manager of the chicken shop and 

makes clothes in her spare time. She works to make money to pay for a 

clothes-making course. Bold, scary, fashionable. She’s tall, model-tall. 

Wants to be a fashion designer in Tokyo, to be iconic. She’s afraid of 

people who put milk in before cereal and people who eat pepper like 

apples. Would tell her younger self that teachers are not always right 

and that the official English test doesn’t matter – don’t stress. She’s 

actually a real softie but no-one knows. Her secret is that she uses a 

dummy to help her get to sleep. 
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Questions: 

• What is a scene?

• What does a scene need to have in it?

• What makes a good scene?

 

The final list of ingredients of a good scene should 

ideally include:

· Something that changes / new info added

· Two characters who want something

· Conflict / dramatic tension

· Ends on a question that keeps us wanting to know 

what’s next

  

Read out the example scene (pages 10–12), or listen 

to the recording and discuss which of these elements 

it includes. 

ACTIVITY 4
WRITING A SCENE 
(30 minutes)

https://ministryofstories.org/chronicles-of-hoxton-street
https://ministryofstories.org/chronicles-of-hoxton-street
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We recorded our scenes with professional actors, 

each playing several roles. 

It also works well for young writers to perform their 

own scripts, perhaps playing the roles they wrote, 

perhaps playing other people’s characters. 

It’s possible to get a good quality recording using a 

mobile phone or other home or school device. 

You could:

• Share your performance or recording in an  

assembly or other school event.

• Post on your school website.

• Upload your recordings to SoundCloud to share 

easily with others.

• Contact your BBC Young Reporter if you have one 

in your school.

• Get in touch with your BBC Local Radio which  

is always keen to promote community stories  

like this. 

TIPS FOR SHARING 
YOUR WORK

https://soundcloud.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-41001549
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/stations
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At Hoxton coffee shop 
Writer: Keira

KIYOKO (VOICE OVER) I don’t know what to say. Should I have even called her 

over? Well I mean she is my friend and friends trust each other so it’ll be 

all right… right? 

(SIPS TEA/COFFEE)

(SOUND OF DOOR OPENING)

YUKI Kiyokooooooooo, where are you?

KIYOKO Oh, hi Yuki, nice to meet you here.

YUKI Uggh, what did you get yourself into this time?

KIYOKO (SURPRISED) Huh, are you talking about the police thingy?

YUKI (ANNOYED/ANGRY) HELL YEAH, I AM.

KIYOKO (VOICEOVER) How did she find out? I was supposed to tell her! She also 

sounds really angry… what should I do?

KIYOKO I-I… please don’t be angry, I can explain.

YUKI: YOU WERE LITERALLY STOPPED BY POLICE. AND THEY HAD TO 

RESTRAIN YOU!

KIYOKO (VOICEOVER) So I was wrong. She believes the papers, at least that’s 

where I think she got the info. I wasn’t even able to finish my sentence. IT 

ANNOYS ME SO MUCH! JUST BECAUSE THEY’RE POLICE DOESN’T 

MEAN EVERYTHING THEY DO IS RIGHT! BASIC STEREOTYPES. Ew. I 

was racially profiled, yet I can’t do anything.

KIYOKO No, no you’ve got it all wrong. They stopped me because they didn’t like 

me.

YUKI (CURIOUS) In which way?

KIYOKO (SIGHS) My skin colour.

YUKI (GASPS) HOW DARE THEY. I THOUGHT THE WORLD WAS BETTER 

THAN THIS. TELL ME EVERYTHING!

EXAMPLE SCENE
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KIYOKO (VOICEOVER) Finally some respect. Maybe I can make her understand.

KIYOKO Okay, well it all started when I was out shopping on Friday.

YUKI That’s where you bought this cute lilac dress, right?

KIYOKO (SMUG) Yes the frills are just AMAZING and it is quite cute if I might say 

so myself.

YUKI Very.

KIYOKO Anyways, I’m getting off track. I had just finished paying and the people 

at the next counter were in front of me, bear in mind they were two 

White women. They went to leave and passed through the security. Then 

it was my turn.

YUKI Ooooh, I see where this is going.

KIYOKO Yep, I should have seen it too. Still, it was kinda late when I did. That’s 

why I was so shocked when they stopped me.The monitors didn’t even 

buzz there was NO REASON to stop me. Ugh, wanna guess what they 

said?

YUKI I’ll probably hate it, but please spill.

KIYOKO They said I hadn’t paid.

YUKI But how? The people that passed literally right next to you!

KIYOKO That’s what I thought! So, I told them they were lying. After that it did 

escalate quite a bit.

YUKI They pacified you?

KIYOKO Nah, luckily that’s illegal here. First, they told me to stop getting aggres-

sive and disrespecting staff, then they decided it would be okay to grab 

my arm to stop me from doing… I don’t know what. I was in shock so I 

lightly struggled.

YUKI A bad decision if you ask me.

KIYOKO Yeah, realllly bad. I noticed this just after I did it. They called the police 

and said I needed to be stopped then they fully restrained me. 

Immediately. A cop car and THREE officers came to collect me.

YUKI (SHOCKED) THREE?! BUT THATS WAY TOO MUCH!
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KIYOKO TRUEEEEE. I was completely powerless and scared so you can’t blame 

me when I started screaming. They obviously didn’t react well. I swear 

they were so triggered. I can’t remember much after that so anyways, 

that was the story on how I was racially profiled.

YUKI OMG, I’m so sorry that happened to you! I SWEAR THEY’RE NOT EVEN 

CLOWNS. THEY’RE THE WHOLE CIRCUS!

KIYOKO (VOICEOVER) Nice to see she feels the same as me. I knew she would in 

the end. Yuki my bestie will always be there to back me up. Except for in 

court – in there, I’m alone, sadly.

KIYOKO Haha that statement was so true it could have been scientifically proven.

YUKI HAHA. Jokes aside though, what are you going to do?

KIYOKO About what?

YUKI About what happened, of course.

KIYOKO Well there’s nothing much I can do. I’m the offender, not victim.

YUKI (SAD) Oh yeah that sucks.

KIYOKO (SAD) Yeah.

BOTH (SIGH)

(END OF SCENE)
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ABOUT US

Ministry of Stories champions the writer in 

every child. Co-founded by author Nick 

Hornby in 2010, we help young people dis-

cover their confidence, imagination and 

potential through the power of their writing. 

We develop self-respect and communication 

skills through innovative writing programmes 

and small group mentoring for children living 

in under-resourced communities, working in 

schools, and at our dedicated writing centre 

in east London. We empower young people to 

write brighter futures for themselves through 

the power of their ideas, creativity and 

imagination. 

BBC History is the part of the BBC 

responsible for telling the Corporation’s story: 

past, present and future. What most 

motivates us, says Robert Seatter, Head of 

BBC History, is to show why the BBC matters, 

and how it has touched people’s lives and 

made a difference. Key activities include 

orchestration of major anniversary seasons; 

cultural partnerships with museums and other 

agencies; commissioning of in-depth written 

and oral histories; and wider interpretation of 

BBC History in our BBC buildings. Projects 

such as Inspired by The Archers take great 

past programming moments and reinvent 

them for current and future generations.

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES

• Teaching Resources from Ministry of Stories

• 826 Digital

• BBC Teach

• Book a Ministry of Stories writing workshop  

at ministryofstories.org

SPECIAL THANKS TO

• Robert Seatter, BBC

• All the young writers who took part: 

Bodil Ahlund, Brandes Davis-Brown,  

Cairo Woodley, Danae Kerr, Eleni Brooks,  

Esme Amani, Ishaq Sattar, Keira Garcia Sanz, 

Lisa Lombardi, Mahi Raedeker,  

Marcelliano Otim, Maysaa Rouass,  

Melinda Ucaroglu, Onyie Nzekwe,  

Simon Adesanmi, Viola Lombardi

• Our volunteer writing mentors: 

Adam Keeper, Adrianna Jones,  

Anna Matilda Rostant, Becca Chapman,  

Becky Lima-Matthews, Celine Boudier,  

Ellen Jenkins, Emily Reid, Eva Hibbs,  

Hannah Shearer, Jane Rollason,  

Jonathan Weinberg, Victoria Hughes-Williams

• Our actors: 

Gem Carmella, Monica Gaga and Lewis Rose

MINISTRY OF STORIES

159 Hoxton Street

London N1 6PJ

ministryofstories.org

twitter.com/mini_stories

facebook.com/ministryofstories

Registered Charity No. 1138553

Limited Company No. 07317370

http://www.wemadethis.co.uk/
http://www.ministryofstories.org/programmes/for-schools/whats-on/
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https://826digital.com/
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https://twitter.com/mini_stories
https://www.facebook.com/MinistryofStories/

